Adult age differences in accessing and retrieving information from long-term memory.
The present study employed a series of cognitive decision tasks to investigate adult age differences in accessing and retrieving information from long-term memory. Young and old adults, from low and high education populations, were required to make feature, lexical, and categorical judgments about word pairs. Older adults were slower than younger adults at feature extraction, lexical access, and accessing category information. The age deficit was proportionally greater when retrieval of category information was required. The results suggest that one contribution to the diminished processing capacity in elderly adults may be their slower semantic access speed.